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018.1 DEFINITION OF A RECORD 
 
A record is the best result obtained over a certain distance or within an imposed time 
limit. 
 
When the result has been ratified by the FIM it becomes a "FIM WORLD RECORD", 
when it is ratified by an FMN it becomes a "NATIONAL RECORD". 
 
 
018.2 RECOGNISED WORLD RECORDS 
 
The world records recognised for each class of motorcycle are as follows: 
 
Short Distance Records 
 

with standing start:  with flying start: 

1/4 mile  - 

1 km  1 km - 

1 mile  1 mile 

 
Long Distance Records 
(all with standing start) 
 

10 km 
100 km 

1000 km 
 
Period Records 
(all with standing start) 
 

1 Hour 
6 Hours 

12 Hours 
24 Hours 

 
 
018.3 VALIDITY OF RECORDS 
 
A record attempt for a given class can only be made with a motorcycle where the 
engine size is within the capacity limits for that class. A record is only valid for the 
class which corresponds to the capacity of the engine. 
 
 
018.4 THREE-WHEELER RECORDS MADE BETWEEN 
 1952 AND 1963 
 
Sidecar records registered from 1st January 1952 to 31st December 1963, were 
made under regulations which have since been modified. At that time, no passenger 
or ballast was carried (see Art. 19, Appendix 01, Road Racing Technical Rules). 
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Due to the new method of calculation, introduced by the FIM TECHNICAL 
COMMISSION in JANUARY 1978, short distance records made prior to this date are 
absolute and therefore cannot be broken. 
 
Consequently, these records are definite and cannot be broken. They are included in 
a separate section of the World Records Book (1979 Publication) for historical 
purposes only. 
 
 
018.5 ESTABLISHMENT OF A RECORD 
 
A record is considered as having been established when the first best official result 
has been obtained by a motorcycle of a given class. 
 
 
018.6 HOLDER OF A RECORD 
 
A record is registered jointly in the names of the rider(s) and the motorcycle(s) used 
in the attempt. They are the "Record Holders". 
 
 
018.7 PERMANENCE OF A RECORD 
 
A world record is valid until it is bettered by another attempt. In order to break a 
record, the latter must be bettered based upon the prescribed form of expression 
(see below). 
 
 
018.8 RECOGNISED METHOD OF EXPRESSION 
 
The result of a record attempt must be expressed and published according to the 
degree of accuracy of the time-keeping apparatus used and calculated on actual 
distance. 
 
Long Distance records must be expressed in times, and period records in distances. 
The speed must also be given in km/h, to the nearest metre without any rounding off 
of the calculated figures. 
For the purposes of conversion, one mile is calculated as 1.609344 km and one 
kilometre as 0.6213712 miles. 
 
 
018.9 SITES WHERE RECORD ATTEMPTS CAN TAKE PLACE 
 
Record attempts can be made on a permanent track, on an autodrome or on a 
temporary track, provided that the sites conform to the conditions stated below and 
that they are certified or homologated by the FIM. 
 
 
018.10 TRACKS 
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To reduce to a maximum all natural assistance, the track used for a record attempt 
must conform to the following requirements: 
 
018.10.1 For Short Distance Records 
 
A straight course between two points not having a gradient of more than 1% be used.  
 
For record attempts with a flying start, where speeds do not exceed 500 km/h, the 
track shall extend a minimum of 1500 m at each end of the timing zone. For speeds 
exceeding 500 km/h, the track shall extend a minimum of 3000 m at each end of the 
timing zone. These extensions of the track must not have a gradient of more than 
1%. 
 
018.10.2 For Long Distance and Period Records 
 
A straight course between two points of the same altitude may be used or a closed 
circuit, if possible, of a maximum length of 10 km the road surface of which must be 
of a modern type ensuring good grip. 
 
 
018.11 REGULATIONS FOR MEASURING TRACKS 
 
All permanent tracks must have a "record line" of 15 cm width marked with indelible 
anti-skid paint. It must be marked along the whole length of the track in the following 
way.  
 
Between two successive bends in the same direction which are separated by a 
straight, the record line will be marked out parallel to the inside edge of the track, 
between its mid-point and 90 cm from the inside edge. 
 
Between two successive bends in opposite directions separated by a straight, the 
record line shall continue as it leaves the first bend, diagonally across the straight 
and enter the second bend on the inside. 
 
Between two successive bends in opposite directions without a straight separating 
them, the record line of the two bends must be joined by a tangent common to the 
two curves. 
 
Temporary tracks, whether or not they are closed circuits with bends, must be 
measured out as indicated above.  
 
On temporary tracks, alternative, appropriate marking methods may be used as 
dictated by speed and/or environmental concerns. 
 
 
018.12 PRECISION OF MEASUREMENT 
 
The length of a track will be expressed using the metric system and to the nearest 
centimetre. The track will be measured by a qualified expert or a person holding 
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qualifications of a recognised Institute (Engineering Firm, Certified Topographer, 
etc.). All other measurements must be accurate to one centimetre. 
 
On permanent tracks, relevant distances must be indicated by means of painted 
figures across the track, near to the start and finish lines. The figures must be painted 
onto the track surface itself with indelible paint. 
 
The measurement of other relevant distances on the track must also be of a 
permanent nature. 
 
On temporary tracks, the distances must be indicated by signs placed on the side of 
the track. 
 
For all tracks, the start and finish lines of a record attempt will also serve as points at 
which timing commences and ends. They must therefore be clearly marked by 
means of signs placed at the side of the track. 
 
 
018.13 HOMOLOGATION OF A PERMANENT TRACK 
 
To obtain registration, a detailed plan of the course must be sent to the FIM 
Executive Secretariat. This plan must be to a scale no greater than 1/2000 and must 
indicate the characteristics (straights, bends) and total length (see Articles 018.10 
and 018.11). The camber of the bends (if applicable), the type of road surface, the 
location of services and safety installations must also be shown. 
 
Registration will be made after a satisfactory inspection has been carried out by the 
expert(s) appointed by the FIM at the cost of the applicant. The FMNR must certify 
that the measured characteristics of the track requiring homologation are correct (see 
Articles 018.10, 018.11 and 018.12). 
 
 
018.14 LICENCES FOR A PERMANENT TRACK 
 
This is a document certifying the homologation by the FIM of a permanent track or 
‘autodrome’. When homologated, the track and its licence holder are under FIM 
regulations. 
 
 
018.15 PARTICIPANT AND ORGANIZER PERMITS AND DOCUMENTATION 
 
Persons wishing to make a world record attempt must make the application through 
their FMN.  
 
The application shall be made to the applicant's FMN (National Motorcycle 
Federation) no matter where the attempt takes place. 
 
If the attempt is to be held on the territory of another FMN (which then becomes the 
FMNR) it is necessary to obtain its authorisation as well as that of the FMN of the 
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entrant. If the attempt is to be held in a country not having an FMN, permission must 
be applied for from the FIM directly. 
 
Riders taking part in the attempt must hold an international licence issued by an 
FMN. 
 
For record attempts with less than five (5) participants, the Applicant's FMN 
concerned must apply for authorisation to the FIM Executive Secretariat at least 2 
MONTHS before the date set for the attempt. For established events with more 
than five participants, the deadline shall be 30 days prior to the first day of the 
event.  
 
For events with more than 5 participants, the organiser must submit to the 
FMNR, the Supplementary Regulations sixty days prior to the first day of the 
event. The FMNR will submit the SR to the Executive Secretariat for approval.  
 
By making the application, the FMN must ensure that the applicant, through the 
FMNR, has made the necessary arrangements for essential services and has 
obtained any necessary authorisations from local authorities, etc. 
 
At the same time (minimum 30 days for organised events, 60 days for record 
attempts with 5 or less participants, a technical steward, holder of FIM 
Technical Stewards’ licence, must send a written report to the applicants’ FMN, 
with photos certifying the condition of the machine (2 photos with fairing and 2 
without fairing), the effectiveness of the safety points (photos of each point), the 
brand and type of tyres and the quality of the rider's clothes and helmet (photos and 
brand). The FMN in turn must send the complete file to the FIM Executive 
Secretariat. 
 
By making an application for an attempt the applicant and the riders agree to free the 
FIM and the FMNR from all responsibility and to give assurances that the conditions 
as set out will be observed. 
 
By obtaining FIM authorisation the applicant undertakes to guarantee payment of the 
required fees (contact FIM Executive Secretariat for details).  
 
 
018.16 APPOINTMENT OF STEWARDS AND INFORMATION 
 
When an authorisation for an attempt is issued, the FIM shall appoint supervising 
Stewards to control the attempt. 
 
Thirty (30) days before the record attempt, the applicant's FMN must send to the 
appointed stewards an official schedule mentioning amongst others: 
 
- the date, time and venue of the meeting with the timekeeper; 
- the date, time and venue of the meeting regarding the fire-fighting equipment and 

procedure; 
- the date, time and venue of the meeting with the medical officer; 
- the date and time of the first track inspection; 
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- the date and time of the first attempt. 
 
The FIM Executive Secretariat (CCR) will appoint a FIM Steward and in certain cases 
an assistant probationary Steward under the orders of the FIM Steward to enable 
the latter to benefit from training. The costs of the assistant/probationary Steward, if 
appointed, shall be covered by the FIM. 
 
The inscription fee for a world record event/attempt depends on the type of event, 
number of days and number of participants. The inscription fee includes the cost for 
the attendance of a FIM Steward/Technical Delegate. A separate fee will be charged 
for each successful attempt. Please contact the FIM Secretariat for further 
information. (ccr@fim.ch). 
 
 
018.17 FIM STEWARD 
 
The FIM Steward shall be nominated by the CCR. The FIM Steward shall supervise 
the attempt; he may delegate some of his duties to an assistant/probationary 
Steward or to an FMNR Steward or Stewards.  
 
Under exceptional circumstances, such as the FIM Steward being prevented to arrive 
on time, late, or absent, the record attempts shall take place under the supervision of 
the Technical Steward of the FMNR holding a valid international licence. 
 
The FIM Steward is not responsible for the organisation of the attempt but he must 
see that all the necessary requirements have been met. He can, in case of danger 
(weather conditions, state of the course, condition of the machines, or riders, etc.) 
order a postponement of the start, or interrupt an attempt. 
 
 
018.18 MOTORCYCLES 
 

 (A) Short distance record attempts 
 
There is a distinction between Category I and Category II, 2-wheeled motorcycles for 
World Record for short distance attempts. The difference is the number of the 
‘driven’ wheels. 
 
Motorcycle (vehicle) classes fall into three Divisions. 
 

Division A – Non-streamlined:  
The rider is visible at all times. No streamlining devices are permitted. 
 
Division B – Partially streamlined:  
The rider is visible when viewed from both sides and from above (with the 
exception of hands and wrists). Front and rear wheel must remain partially 
uncovered (min 180°). 
 
Division C – Streamlined:  
The rider is fully enclosed within the body of the vehicle. 

mailto:ccr@fim.ch


13 

 
This part must be viewed with Art. 02.81 (Technical Appendices for World 
Records – STREAMLINED vehicles). 

 
Divisions are sorted by Types and Classes (see Divisions chart) 
 

 (B) Long distance or period attempts 
 
For long distance or period attempts, the rules concerning the capacity of the engine 
(Art. 2.2), the position of the ballast for three-wheelers (Art. 2.2.4.2) and riders' 
clothing (Art. 2.11) must be observed. All other details are the responsibility of the 
rider and/or the persons making the record attempt. 
 
 
18.01 CATEGORIES, GROUPS, DIVISIONS, TYPES AND CLASSES 
 
‘Categories’ describe the method by which the motorcycle is propelled. ‘Categories’ 
are further defined by ‘Groups’. ‘Divisions’ define the degree of streamlining. ‘Types’ 
are determined by power source and then subdivided into ‘Classes’. ‘Classes’ are 
determined by total engine displacement. 
 
 
18.01.1 Categories and Groups 
 
Category I 
Motorcycles propelled by the action of one (1) wheel in contact with the ground. 
 
All Groups : All vehicles: 

A track is determined by the longitudinal centre-line of each of the 
vehicle's wheels in the direction of forward travel. 
 

Group A1 Solo Motorcycles 
2-wheeler vehicles making only one (1) track on the ground. 
 

 - Solo Motorcycles – Single cylinder (according to the class 
capacities, up to 1000cc maximum), Division A and B. 
 

 - Solo Motorcycles – Two cylinders (according to the class 
capacities, up to 3000cc maximum), Division A and B 
 

 - Solo Motorcycles – More than two cylinders (according to the 
class capacities, up to 3000cc maximum), Division A and B 
 

Group A2 Scooters  
Motorcycles with special characteristics (see definition ‘Scooters’). A 
scooter must have its crankcase/swing-arm constructed into one 
single, rigid unit. 
 

Group A3 Automatic 50 cc 
Motorcycles driven by an engine capacity up to 50 cc and having 
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automatic transmission 
 

Group B1 Motorcycles with a permanent Sidecar 
Vehicles with three (3) wheels, making two (2) tracks on the ground, 
consisting of a motorcycle making one track, and a Sidecar for a 
passenger making the other. 
 

Group B2 Motorcycles with a permanent Sidecar 
Vehicles with three wheels, making two (2) or three (3) tracks on the 
ground in the direction of forward travel, with a permanently 
attached Sidecar forming a complete integral unit. 
If three tracks are made, the centre-line of the two tracks made by 
the motorcycle wheels must not be more than 75 mm apart. A track 
is determined by the longitudinal centre-line of each of the vehicle's 
wheels in the direction of forward travel. 
 

Group B3 Cycle-cars 
3-wheeled vehicles making three (3) tracks on the ground forming a 
complete integral unit and having accommodation for a rider and 
passenger. 
A cycle-car is a motorcycle with 3 wheels differing from a Sidecar in 
that 2 of the wheels are mounted on the same geometric horizontal 
axis. These may be on the front or rear of the vehicle and shall 
ensure stability of the vehicle.  
Steering must be by handlebars with a minimum length of 500 mm 
or by a wheel with a minimum diameter of 300 mm. 
The passenger can be by the side of the rider but not necessarily in 
the same frontal alignment. He can also be placed behind the rider. 
If bodywork does not enclose the wheels, wheels must be protected 
by mudguards. 
 

 
 
Category II 
Motorcycles propelled by the action of two (2) wheels in contact with the ground. 
 
Group A1 Solo Motorcycles 

2-wheeled vehicles making only one track on the ground. 
 

 
 
Category III 
Special vehicles propelled by the action of multiple wheels or track devices in 
contact with the ground but which are not covered by the conditions for Category I or 
II. 
 
Group E Snowmobiles 
Group G Quad Racers 
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Category IV  
Special vehicles not propelled by wheels in contact with the ground.  
 
Group Y Specials  
 
 
18.01.2 Divisions, Types and Classes 
 
 

Division A – Non Streamlined vehicles 

Classes Types 

 
Displacement Classes 
    50    up to 50 cc 
    85    over 50 cc to 85 cc 
  100    over 85 cc to 100 cc 
  125    over 100 cc to 125 cc 
  175    over 125 cc to 175 cc 
  250    over 175 cc to 250 cc 
  350    over 250 cc to 350 cc 
  500    over 350 cc to 500 cc 
  600…over 500 cc to 600 cc 
  750    over 600 cc to 750 cc 
1000    over 750 cc to 1000 cc 
1350    over 1000 cc to 1350 cc 
1600    over 1350 cc to 1600 cc 
2000    over 1600 cc to 2000 cc 
2500    over 2000 cc to 2500 cc(*) 
3000    over 2500 cc to 3000 cc (*) 
 

 
Type I - Internal combustion, spark 
ignition, naturally aspirated 
 
Type II - Internal combustion, spark 
ignition, forced induction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Capacity and design limits: 
Over 2500 cc up to 3000 cc: for two (2) 
cylinder engines, naturally aspirated 
engines only. 
*adjustment for rotary engines 
 

 
  750       up to 750 cc 
1500       over 750 cc to 1500 cc 
3000       over 1500 cc to 3000 cc 

 
Type III - Internal combustion, 
Compression ignition (diesel), naturally 
aspirated 
 
Type IV - Internal combustion, 
Compression ignition (diesel), forced 
induction 
 

 
  150       up to 150 kg 
  300       over 150 kg to 300 kg 
+300       over 300 kg 
 

 
Type VII - Solar/Electric powered 
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 Type X - Other propulsion 
(Appendices governing the classes on these 
groups to be issued as each case is 
presented.) 
 

 
 

Division B – Partially Streamlined Vehicles 

Classes Type 

 
Displacement Classes 
    50    up to 50 cc 
    85    over 50 cc to 85 cc 
  100    over 85 cc to 100 cc 
  125    over 100 cc to 125 cc 
  175    over 125 cc to 175 cc 
  250    over 175 cc to 250 cc 
  350    over 250 cc to 350 cc 
  500    over 350 cc to 500 cc 
  600…over 500 cc to 600 cc 
  750    over 600 cc to 750 cc 
1000    over 750 cc to 1000 cc 
1350    over 1000 cc to 1350 cc 
1600    over 1350 cc to 1600 cc 
2000    over 1600 cc to 2000 cc 
2500    over 2000 cc to 2500 cc 
3000    over 2500 cc to 3000 cc 
 

 
Type I - Internal combustion, spark 
ignition, naturally aspirated  
 
Type II - Internal combustion, spark 
ignition, forced induction  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Capacity and design limits: 
Over 2500 cc up to 3000 cc: for two (2) 
cylinder engines, naturally aspirated 
engines only. 
*adjustment for rotary engines  
 

  

 
  750       up to 750 cc 
1500       over 750 cc to 1500 cc 
3000       over 1500 cc to 3000 cc  

 
Type III - Internal combustion, 
Compression ignition (diesel), naturally 
aspirated.  
 
Type IV - Internal combustion, 
Compression ignition (diesel), forced 
induction  
 

  

 
  150       up to 150 kg 
  300       over 150 kg to 300 kg 
+300       over 300 kg 
 

 
Type VII - Solar/Electric powered  
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Type X - Other propulsion  
(Appendices governing the classes on these 
groups to be issued as each case is 
presented.) 
 

 
 

Division C - Streamlined Vehicles (Streamliners) 

Classes Types 

 
Displacement Classes 
    50    up to 50 cc 
    85    over 50 cc to 85 cc 
  100    over 85 cc to 100 cc 
  125    over 100 cc to 125 cc 
  175    over 125 cc to 175 cc 
  250    over 175 cc to 250 cc 
  350    over 250 cc to 350 cc 
  500    over 350 cc to 500 cc 
  600…over 500 cc to 600 cc 
  750    over 600 cc to 750 cc 
1000    over 750 cc to 1000 cc 
1350    over 1000 cc to 1350 cc 
1600    over 1350 cc to 1600 cc 
2000    over 1600 cc to 2000 cc 
2500    over 2000 cc to 2500 cc 
3000    over 2500 cc to 3000 cc 
 

 
Type V - Spark ignition 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Capacity and design limits: 
Over 2500 cc up to 3000 cc: for two (2) 
cylinder engines, naturally aspirated 
engines only. 
*adjustment for rotary engines 

  

 
  750       up to 750 cc 
1500       over 750 cc to 1500 cc 
3000       over 1500 cc to 3000 cc 
 

 
Type VI – Compression ignition (diesel) 
 

  

 
  150       up to 150 kg 
  300       over 150 kg to 300 kg 
+300       over 300 kg 
 

 
Type VII - Solar/Electric powered  
 

  

 
 

 
Type X - Other propulsion  
(Appendices governing the classes on these 
groups to be issued as each case is 
presented.) 
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018.19 TIME-KEEPING AND TIME-KEEPING EQUIPMENT 
 
Since 1.1.1993, the responsibility for Timekeeping (other than World Records) has 
been transferred to the Road Racing Commission. 
 
In order to carry out their duties, during competition, the time keeping services must 
use the following:  
 
For all record attempts, one or more automatic chronometer(s) with a precision of 
1/1000th second activated by the passage of a motorcycle crossing the time-keeping 
line must be used. All apparatus must be synchronised no more than 30’ before the 
beginning of the record attempt by an automatic synchroniser or by a single electrical 
contact with the time of day registering time to 1/1000th second. 
 
For a long distance attempt carried out on a closed circuit, times must be recorded 
for each lap. 
 
For attempts at world records reaching speeds in excess of 1000 km/h, 
instantaneous measurements may be taken provided that the apparatus used has a 
certified accuracy of 1/10,000th of a second. 
 
A timekeeper officiating at a meeting must have at his disposal a reserve 
chronometer (as described in the second paragraph of this article) to check the 
readings of instruments being used. 
 
The Instruments detailed above must have a first class certificate of accuracy issued 
by an official National Observatory or Institute of Horology. 
 
Documents certifying the accuracy of time-keeping equipment must not be more than 
two years old.  
 
 
018.20 STARTS 
 

 Standing Starts 
 
The forward-most part of the motorcycle must be placed no further than 10  cm 
behind the timing line with the engine running. 
 
When the Steward indicates that he is satisfied the rider can start in his own time. To 
assist the position of the motorcycles the use of a wedge behind the rear wheel is 
authorised. 
 

 Flying Starts 
 
The rider can take his place behind the time-keeping line using as great a distance 
as he requires within the limits of the track at his disposal. When ready, he drives 
towards and across the starting line and continues across the finish line. 
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018.21 REFUELLING AND RIDER RELAYS 
 
To the rear of the start and parallel to the time-keeping line, at a distance of 
approximately 10 metres, a "refuelling line" must be clearly marked on the track. 
During refuelling or during the relay of riders, the motorcycle must stop in the zone 
between these two lines. 
 
Outside assistance will be allowed to re-start the motorcycle, only in the event that a 
motorcycle must be ‘push’ started by the mechanics up to (but not beyond) the 
refuelling line. At this point the motorcycle must continue under its own power or be 
started by its own onboard starting devices. 
 
In the event that a motorcycle should be ‘push-started’, the motorcycle must be 
placed in front of the refuelling line, using as much distance as necessary to start the 
engine. If a machine is equipped with a kick- or electric starter, the machine can start 
direct from the refuelling position. 
 
Refuelling must always be carried out with the engine stopped. The relaying of riders 
on the same motorcycle may be done with the engine running but any new starts 
must conform with the above rules. 
For long distance records, a preliminary refuelling test may be required by an FIM 
Delegate. All personnel in connection with the refuelling operation must wear eye 
protection and suitable fire retardant clothing. 
 
 
018.22 OUTSIDE ASSISTANCE AND WIND SPEED 
 
During the whole time that an attempt is taking place and during the run-up to a flying 
start attempt the machine can only be driven by its own engine, the physical force of 
the rider (and passenger is applicable) and by the natural forces of gravity. No 
outside assistance will be tolerated. The wind speed in the direction of a run must not 
exceed 5 m/s (11 mph) for record ratification. 
 
For streamliners and non-wheel driven machines and, at the absolute discretion of 
the supervising steward(s), this rule may be varied in respect of run up only, to allow 
assistance up to maximum speed of 80 km/hour (50 mph) and not further than 400 m 
from the starting point (zero speed). 
 
 
018.23 SIMULTANEOUS ATTEMPTS 
 
Several attempts can be made simultaneously on the same course or circuit provided 
that there are independent time-keeping arrangements for each. 
 
A rider must not ride continuously in the slip-stream of another machine. A distance 
of at least 50 metres must separate machines on the track at the same time. 
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018.24 TIME LIMITS AND STOPPAGES 
 
During a record attempt over 1000 km, 6 hours or more, the machine must not be 
stopped for more than 1 hr in all. 
 
During 1 hr or a 100 km attempt, the machine must not be stopped for more than 5 
minutes. After 5 minutes of stoppage, the motorcycle must complete one lap of the 
course (if a closed circuit is used) or one run (if the attempt is over a course using 
two directions) before being able to stop again. If this is not done, the attempt will be 
considered as having failed. 
 
During a 1 hr record attempt, even if the distance necessary to establish a new 
record has already been reached, the record can only be registered if the machine 
has been running for at least 55 minutes. 
 
 
018.25 STOPS AND RE-STARTS DURING A RECORD ATTEMPT 
 
If for any reason whatsoever a motorcycle stops outside the refuelling zone, the 
place where it stops shall serve as the re-start point under the supervision of the FIM 
Steward or another Steward. 
 
 
018.26 CHANGE OF PARTS 
 
For a short distance record attempt no change of parts is permitted, with the 
exception of changes to the ignition settings, fuel-air ratio changes (fuel 
mapping), spark plugs, wheels and tyres, and this can only be done if the new parts 
are identical to those replaced. 
 
For long distance or period record attempts, the following parts cannot be changed: 
frame, cylinder, cylinder head and crankcase. 
 
Electrical vehicles may recharge their batteries during the record attempt, but may 
replace their batteries (but keeping same type and quantity). Batteries with fuel 
cells are not allowed.  
 
 
018.27 FINAL EXAMINATION 
 
Immediately after the completion of the last attempt the FIM Steward must ensure 
that the motorcycle's identity is checked, that the capacity of the engine is checked 
and that the ballast (if any), is weighed. 
 
In large events which have more than 5 participants, the FIM Steward may allow the 
motorcycle(s) to be placed in a secure impound area until it is practicable to conduct 
the final examination. 
 
 
018.28 CALCULATION OF RECORD RESULTS 
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 Short distance records 
 
A short distance world record attempt consists of two timed runs in opposite 
directions, within a period of two hours. This period is initiated when the vehicle 
passes the first timing cell of the first run and ends when the vehicle passes the last 
timing cell of the consecutive run.  
 
Short distance records (1/4 mile, 1 km, 1 mile) are expressed in both kilometres per 
hour (km/h) and miles per hour (mp/h). The speed is calculated by using the average 
elapsed time (ET) recorded from two consecutive runs. The number of attempts are 
not limited.  
 

 Long distance or Period records 
 
These record attempts are generally held on closed circuits. The rider will not be 
stopped until he has completed the final lap of the attempt. 
 
Long distance records are expressed in times and period records in distances. 
Results will be calculated using the system known as interpolation. 
 
Example: 
 
On a closed circuit of 3 km in length, the 1000 km record is being attempted. In this 
attempt, 333.333 laps must be run (1000:3). Therefore, the rider must complete at 
least 334 laps. The time taken for 1000 km is then calculated by adding the time 
taken over 333 laps to 0.333 of the time taken over the 334th lap. 
 
For a period record (1, 6, 12 and 24 hours), the result will be expressed as a distance 
covered in the time imposed. This distance will be calculated by adding the total 
distance covered when the motorcycle crosses the finish line for the last time (before 
the timing is stopped) to the remaining fraction of the lap which will make up the total 
time. 
 
Example: 
 
On a circuit 3 km in length, a rider is attempting to beat the 6 hour record. He has 
covered 300 laps of the circuit in 5 hours, 59 minutes and 7 seconds. He is therefore 
53 seconds short of 6 hours. He must cover one more lap of the circuit. This lap 
takes him 72 seconds. The distance covered during these remaining 53 seconds is 
calculated on this last lap. 
 
Result: 
 
In 6 hours he has covered 300 x 3 km + 53/72nds of 3 km (one lap). This gives a 
total of 902.208 km.  In this example, the remaining 53 seconds are expressed as a 
fraction of 72. 
 
 
018.29 RATIFICATION OF RECORDS 
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When all the necessary documentation for a complete attempt has been received 
and checked by the FIM Executive Secretariat, the results shall be published in a 
provisional "NOTICE OF RECORDS", on the FIM website (www.fim-live.com).  
 
If any objections are made concerning the provisional "NOTICE OF RECORDS", 
they must reach the FIM Executive Secretariat within one month after publication. If 
after one month no objection has been received, the results will be passed on to the 
FIM Road Racing Commission (CCR) for final approval. 
 
After ratification of a record, a certificate will be issued and all the relevant fees must 
be settled. 
 
 
018.30 PUBLICATION OF RESULTS AND ADVERTISING 
 
If a record is still in the process of being ratified, any advertising concerning the 
results of the attempt must clearly state, in sufficiently legible characters, "SUBJECT 
TO FIM RATIFICATION". 
 
These requirements must be respected and infringement will entail a fine of TEN 
times the ratification fee and/or other penalties stated in the FIM regulations. 
 
 
018.31 DOCUMENTS REQUIRED FOR RATIFICATION 
 
The following documents must be sent to the FIM Executive Secretariat immediately 
after the record attempt with a copy to the FIM Steward and/or the FMNR (see Article 
018.32). 
 

 A document certifying the measurements and the gradients of the track or a copy 
of the homologation certificate of a permanent circuit. 

 

 Timing sheets certified by the Chief Time-keeper, if applicable, the time recorded 
(for long distance records, the time recorded of each lap). 

 

 A copy of the certificate of accuracy of the time-keeping instruments used. 
 

 Photographs of the motorcycle used in the attempt, taken from each side, two 
photographs with the streamlining in place, and two photographs with the 
streamlining removed.  

 

 For special vehicles, upon request, documented written proof must certify that the 
vehicle was in contact with the ground for at least 90% of the distance travelled. 

 
018.31.1 Certificate of Engine Characteristics 
 
The final technical control form must provide the following details according to 
the type of engine used: 
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 For Piston Engines 
 
The cycle (2 or 4 stroke) 
The number of cylinders 
The bore and stroke 
 
The class and the resulting total capacity  
The record category (see Art. 018.2) 
 
In addition to the above points, for rotary engines with a single capacity cylinder 
(geometric), the system of carburation and ignition must be stated. The measurement 
of the cylinder must be made by a qualified technical steward. 
 
In all record attempts, it must be stated whether or not the engine is supercharged or 
turbocharged.  
 
018.32 DUTIES OF THE FIM STEWARD 
 
Before the attempt he will: 
 

 Check all necessary authorisations (FIM, FMNR, local authorities, etc.). 

 Check the international licences of the riders and their medical certificates. 

 Check the track and arrangements for the attempt. 

 Collect and check over documents required by Article 018.31. 

 Check the credentials of the international timekeepers 

 Seal the motorcycle engine check the ballast if applicable. 

 Check that sufficient control and first aid staff are present. 
 
During the attempt he will: 
 

 Check that the wind speed does not exceed the authorised maximum of 5 m per 
second (measurement will be made at a height of 1 m in 3 to 4 places). 

 Post another steward at the other end of the course for short distance records or 
records with a turn-around. 

 Ensure that there is no outside assistance and that the engine is switched off and 
that the motorcycle is stationary when refuelling. 

 Ensure that the motorcycle is under continuous observation by either himself or a 
steward throughout the duration of the record attempt. 

 Ensure that only authorised parts are changed. 

 Ensure that the timekeeper is informed of any possible changes of rider and that 
any such changes appear in the official results. 

 If a motorcycle stops during a record attempt, the he must go with another steward 
to the exact point where the vehicle stopped and if necessary, order a new start. 

 
After a successful attempt, he will: 
 

 Maintain strict control of the machine, but allow access for publicity, press, 
photographs, etc. No more than one hour may elapse before the motorcycle is 
checked (for events with less than five participants). 
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 Identify the motorcycle and check the engine and ballast. 

 Supervise the measurement of the engine by the technical steward. 

 Collect reports from all his stewards. 

 Collect all the documents required by Article 018.31. 
 
The FIM Steward must gather the final technical forms (see Art. 018.31) and the 
results of the participants with successful attempts. These documents must be 
sent to the FIM Executive Secretariat within 7 days after the completion of the 
attempt. 
 


